
 

  

 
 
 
 

Defend Our Constitutional Right to Keep and Bear Arms 
 

Our Founding Fathers understood it was critical for 

our Constitution to recognize the right to self-defense, 

one of the first laws of nature. Throughout U.S. 

history, the individual right to keep and bear arms has 

remained as a means of resistance and self-preservation 

against the volatile threat of tyranny. Today, the Second 

Amendment is under attack as the radical Left 

continues to chip away at the important rights it 

enshrined for all American citizens. 

During the last two years, pandemics, riots, and an 

increase in violent crime have caused millions of 

Americans to gain a new appreciation for the Second 

Amendment’s role in preserving life, liberty, and the 

pursuit of happiness. Thirteen million Americans 

became new gun owners during this period, and many 

now recognize the importance of being able to protect 

themselves during uncertain times.  

The previous administration wasted no time 

reversing policies that infringed upon Americans’ 

Second Amendment rights. In 2018, the President 

signed the Fix NICS Act, improving the government’s 

ability to enforce existing gun laws without creating a 

greater burden for the average gun owner. And all three 

Supreme Court Justices appointed between 2017 and 

2020 concurred in a landmark decision affirming 

Americans’ right to carry firearms in public for self- 

defense. 

Unfortunately, the current administration is hostile 

to the notion of an armed citizenry in its own country. 

The administration has collected nearly one billion 

records of law- abiding Americans’ firearm purchases, 

and the collection and storage of these records could 

one day be used to confiscate Americans’ privately-

owned firearms. 

Most recently, President Biden signed into law a bill 

that bribes states to adopt their own legislation enacting 

what are commonly known as “red flag laws,” or 

Extreme Risk Protection Orders (ERPO). These orders 

enable judges to have an individual’s guns confiscated, 

merely on the suspicion that they are a danger to 

themselves or others. If not properly constructed, red 

flag laws not only infringe on the Second Amendment, 

but they also neglect due process, punishing you for a 

crime you did not commit and declaring you guilty until 

proven innocent. 

Additionally, the current administration has 

proposed rules that would alter the legal definitions of 

firearms — turning millions of Americans into felons 

overnight — without the approval of Congress. On any 

policy issue, it is the legislative branch, not executive 

agencies and bureaucrats, that is entrusted with 

lawmaking. The repeated calls from many on the Left 

for universal background checks and bans on 

commonly owned firearms and accessories from many 

on the Left have demonstrated their contempt for the 

Second Amendment — and just how little they know 

about modern firearms. These measures and others will 

not reduce gun violence. They will only disarm and 

penalize innocent Americans. This view is supported by 

research, including a Department of Justice-funded 

2004 study of the 1994 Assault Weapons Ban.  

Our Nation must stay committed to ensuring that 

the right to keep and bear arms is not eroded into a 

privilege of a few. Policies that embrace this right as a 

virtue of our Republic are needed to guarantee that the 

American people can exercise their full constitutional 

liberties. 

 

 

 



  

THE FACTS 
 46% of American adults have a gun in their 

households. 

 One in five American households purchased a gun 

between March 2020 and March 2022. 

 In a separate poll, more than one in three American 

adults say that they or someone in their household 

owns a gun. 

o Of those Americans, 61% say they feel safer 

because someone in their household owns a 

gun. 

 One-third of gun owners have used a firearm to 

defend themselves or their property.  

 30% of gun owners—approximately 24.6 million 

individuals—have owned an AR-15 or similarly 

styled rifle. 

 Americans use their firearms defensively more than 

half a million times each year, according to an 

estimate by the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention. 

 
THE AMERICA FIRST AGENDA 
At the federal level, support policies that:  

 Encourage “constitutional carry” and concealed 

carry reciprocity across all 50 states. 

 Oppose “red flag laws” and ERPOs without 

abundant due process protections that provide 

individuals with the swift ability to challenge any 

order that may deprive them of their constitutional 

rights. 

 Oppose efforts that target law-abiding gun owners 

in limiting when, where, and/or with what weapon 

they can defend themselves. 

 Restrain the Department of Justice and the Bureau 

of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives 

(ATF) from abusing their powers, and from 

complicating the lives of gun owners, dealers, and 

manufacturers with onerous rules. 

 Pursue litigation against existing laws including, but 

not limited to, bans on commonly owned firearms 

and accessories that are clear infringements on 

Americans’ Second Amendment rights. 
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