Pillar V/
FINISH THE WALL, END HUMAN

TRAFFICKING, AND DEFEAT THE DRUG CARTELS

MODERNIZE AND RESTORE INTEGRITY TO
THE IMMIGRATION SYSTEM

A successful legal immigration system must be
orderly and prioritize the interests of U.S. citizens. The
legal immigration framework should have a deliberate
design that matches America’s needs with the
aspirations, skills, and qualities of those who lawfully
seek to enter our shores. Unfortunately, the current
system fails on all counts, as most new immigrants are
selected based on a familial relationship with another
immigrant, and very few are selected on the basis of
merit.

To restore integrity to the legal immigration system,
we must prioritize the selection of new immigrants
based on individual merit and skill, which facilitates
success both for the immigrants and Americans.

America’s excessive reliance on chain migration—a
policy that enables one immigrant to bring his or her
extended family, who then can bring their families, and
so on—undermines the interests of U.S. citizens. It
does so by encouraging high levels of low-skilled
immigration that puts downward pressure on the wages
of the most vulnerable Americans and strains public
services. The U.S. should discontinue chain migration
and the visa lottery that randomly awards green cards
to people with little education or skills and no ties to
our country.

The same problem exists with the current
temporary foreign worker visa programs. These are ripe
for exploitation in both blue-collar and white-collar
industries as they lack meaningful labor protections for
American workers. In the past, the U.S. has tried to
upskill the selection of H-1B visas by replacing the
lottery with a skills-based selection process. The Biden
Administration abandoned this reform, ensuring that
most H-1Bs go to the lowest skilled alien workers.

Recent college graduates are especially harmed by

Optional Practical Training (OPT), which allows
foreign graduates to work in the U.S. for up to three
years while being exempt from payroll taxes. Congress
never authorized this program, and its operation allows
hundreds of thousands of foreign workers each year to
obtain jobs at a discount compared to American
citizens.

The ability to become a naturalized U.S. citizen is
the greatest immigration benefit our country offers.
Anyone seeking to join in our great experiment in
freedom and opportunity must fully assimilate, embody
our virtues, and respect our laws. An immigration
system that puts an alien on a path to U.S. citizenship
must ensure that it prioritizes the interests of American

citizens.

THE FACTS

* The U.S. has more immigrants than any other
country in the world, with more than 45 million
people having been born in another country.

* The U.S. awards approximately 1.1 million lawful
permanent residents (LPR) with a green card each
year. Less than 15% of this total is based on the
alien’s merit.

* Hundreds of thousands of aliens are in the U.S. on
temporary work visas across the economy, with no
meaningful labor protections for American

workers.

THE AMERICA FIRST AGENDA
At the federal level, support policies that:
* Prioritize merit-based immigration to better ensure
that incoming immigrants have skills that serve the
economic interests of America and its citizens.

* Ensure guest wotrker programs have a meaningful
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labor market test to prevent foreign workers from At the state level, support policies that:

replacing qualified American workers. * Mandate E-Verify usage by every state government
* Ensure robust worksite enforcement after agency to ensure all employers only utilize

placement to verify that employers and foreign authorized workers.

workers are abiding by the terms of their work * Establish criminal and civil penalties (such as the

visas. suspension of business licenses) for employers who

knowingly hire illegal aliens or conceal their

presence.
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