
 

  

 
 
 

 
Create a Predictable, Transparent, and Efficient Permitting 

Process and Regulatory Environment 
 

As long as Washington is in the driver’s seat 

picking winners and losers in the energy sector, the 

energy market will never have a true level playing field. 

The top-down approach to the rapid “green” 

revolution currently touted is not revolutionary at all. 

Instead, it relies on unpredictable and often opaque 

policies that will be ineffective and detrimental to the 

U.S. energy sector. 

Our country needs an America First approach that 

promotes an energy market in which competition and 

innovation are the key drivers of economic growth, and 

rightsized federal involvement ensures a free and fair 

market. This approach is characterized by federal 

policies that allow competition among all forms of 

energy and collaboration with the private sector on 

early-stage research, development, and deployment. 

This competition and collaboration would help ensure 

energy security, affordability, and reliability, as well as 

grid resiliency for American consumers. 

When these objectives are achieved, the American 

people will have access to the best form of energy for 

their regions at the lowest. They will also have greater 

employment opportunities, particularly in underserved 

regions such as Appalachia. However, this requires the 

creation of an environment that supports and propels 

American energy growth, innovation, and infrastructure 

development—one in which the role of the government 

is not to obstruct, but to enable. 

It is especially critical that the permitting challenges 

that currently act as a net drag on American economic 

development be addressed. Permitting constraints 

driven by burdensome regulations obstructing 

infrastructure development threaten to stall the 

economy. During the previous administration, reforms 

to modernize regulations ushered in an era of American 

energy independence that proved transformative for 

U.S. infrastructure and resource development. These 

reforms included modernizing the National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Endangered 

Species Act (ESA), and Section 401 of the Clean Water 

Act, and clarifying the definition of “Waters of the 

United States” (WOTUS). Unfortunately, the Left is 

rolling back critical reforms and overregulating our 

domestic energy industry. 

The current administration’s policies seek to allow 

government intervention to determine the success of 

only certain companies, industries, and projects at the 

expense of others. This approach does not consider the 

implications for consumer costs, grid resiliency, or 

energy security. The cancellation of the Keystone XL 

Pipeline and the threatening of the Dakota Access 

Pipeline are just two examples of recent actions that 

have been taken. 

The administration’s flawed goal of cutting 

emissions in half by 2030 and reaching net zero by 

2050 is set to fail because of its own approach to 

implementation. The dramatic increase in electricity 

demand being called for must be complemented by an 

ability to provide added levels of power generation. 

Furthermore, renewable energy is not readily available, 

or sufficiently reliable, to supply the combined needs of 

our Nation.  

Ambition in the energy sector is a positive for the 

American people, but it must be grounded in a reality 

that recognizes the importance of a predictable and 

transparent permitting process and modernized 

regulatory environment. 

  



  

THE FACTS  
 Fossil fuels accounted for more than 70% of 

primary energy production in the U.S. in 2021. 

 Wind accounted for just 3% of primary energy 

production in the U.S. in 2021. 

 The average environmental impact statement 

required under NEPA for a single project was more 

than 600 pages in length before reforms under the 

previous administration. 

 A single project previously took agencies an 

average of 4.5 years to complete.  

 The U.S. has not invested in the construction of 

new refining capacity since the 1970s. 

 Refining capacity in the U.S. has been reduced by 

more than 1 million barrels per day. 

 

THE AMERICA FIRST AGENDA 
At the federal level, support policies that:  

 Prescribe a quantitative valuation on dispatchable 

power generation that assesses its overall benefits 

to grid reliability and resilience, as well as to 

consumer cost, in the absence of the removal of 

market-distorting subsidies. 

 Reinstitute regulatory and permitting reforms and 

develop a long-term environmental modernization 

strategy (see “Provide Clean Air, Clean Water, and 

a Clean Environment for all Americans”). 

 Halt all new discretionary regulatory policy activity 

and actions that would disproportionately target 

one sector at the expense of another.  
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