Pillar VII

MAKE AMERICA ENERGY INDEPENDENT

BECOME AN ENERGY SUPERPOWER BY EXPORTING AMERICA’S
ENERGY ABUNDANCE

Thanks to the shale revolution, the removal of the
crude oil export ban, and the previous administration’s
pro-liquefied natural gas (LNG) export policies, the
U.S. has become a major player in international energy
markets. Our Nation’s successes included becoming a
net oil exporter in 2019 and becoming the world’s
largest LNG exporter shortly thereafter. Across the
board, U.S. products have undercut the ability of
adversarial countries to use energy as a geopolitical
weapon. As a result, our Nation has fostered greater
energy security for our allies and partners. Additionally,
we have embraced energy’s contributions to human
flourishing and reduced global energy poverty, all while
returning economic benefits and opportunities to
American workers.

Unfortunately, the current administration is
promoting policies that would take America from
energy dominance to energy dependence. These
policies range from opposing overseas fossil fuels
projects to empowering an energy future in which
China is squarely in the driver’s seat. To continue
exporting America’s energy abundance, maintaining our
status as an energy superpower, and restoring market-
based competition to global markets, we need an
America First Approach. This approach to energy
dominance means aligning U.S. economic interests with
our global aspirations of promoting prosperity, security,
and environmental progress while putting American
interests first.

The U.S. must resist build-nothing climate alarmists
who undermine our Nation’s ability to replicate our
economic and environmental success on the world
stage. The current top-down, government-knows-best,

climate-above-all outlook ignores the needs of
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America’s allies and partners and stands at odds with
our national security and economic interests and with
environmental reality. Many international organizations,
such as the International Energy Agency (IEA) and the
International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA),
actively voice their unfounded and unrealistic
opposition to fossil fuels while advancing a renewable-
only approach without appropriate recognition of the
human, economic, strategic, or environmental realities
underpinning our modern energy systems.

Our Nation should also recognize the danger of
promoting policies that would empower China and
other foreign adversaries by prioritizing renewable-only
energy strategies. Instead, we should restore the proven
model of an all-of-the-above approach rooted in
market-based competition, not top-down economics.
America must reassert global leadership, and energy
offers a clear and viable path for doing so. Without
American investment or affordable energy supplies,
countries will increasingly engage in commercial
relations with our competitors and adversaries,
especially China. Exporting American jobs to China
should be an untenable economic or foreign policy for
the United States, especially in light of its rampant
environmental and humanitarian abuses.

The current administration’s restrictive energy
policies carry profound implications for millions of
Americans and others throughout the developed world.
They seck to deny the use of affordable and reliable
energy, namely natural gas, and ignore the upward trend
in global energy demand. For regions experiencing the
realities of extreme energy poverty, the imposition of
renewable-only energy systems cannot serve as the

foundation of a dependable energy system or provide a




reliable basis for economic growth. Any such policy is
nothing short of climate colonialism. When our policies
constrain U.S. commercial actors, our adversaries are all
too willing to step in.

We have the resources to lead the world in
eradicating global energy poverty while strengthening
our own energy security and that of our allies and
partners. Our Nation can do so while returning benefits
to American workers and families. However, private
capital must be liberated from policy constraints to
support energy infrastructure from production to
delivery, regardless of energy source. U.S. export
regulations must also be streamlined to foster greater

market certainty.

THE FACTS

* In 2019, the U.S. became a net energy exporter
while leading the world in CO2 emissions
reductions.

* In 2021, the U.S. became the world’s leading LNG
exporter, experiencing a 1,800% increase since
2016.

* Fossil fuels make up more than 80% of the global
energy mix and are projected to remain a dominant
player through 2050.

* Two-thirds of America’s natural gas reserves are
located in the Appalachian region’s Utica and
Marcellus shale deposits.

* 10% of the world’s population lives without access
to electricity, of which nearly half are located in
sub-Saharan Africa.

* The Biden Administration has doubled the Obama
Administration’s initial emissions targets. The
previous targets have been estimated to cost the
U.S. economy 2.7 million jobs by 2025 and as much
as 6% of GDP annually by 2030.

THE AMERICA FIRST AGENDA
At the federal level, support policies that:
* Conduct a comprehensive audit of U.S. associations
and memberships within international energy and
* environmental organizations and right-size
engagement toward those that advance American

interests.
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Streamline LNG export authorizations by
establishing a 30-day review process by the
Department of Energy.

Expand free trade agreement (FTA) treatment to
non-FTA countries, particularly American allies.
Mitigate or remove the Department of State’s
oversight of transnational oil pipeline
infrastructure.

Eliminate barriers to financing overseas fossil fuel
projects that create market opportunities for U.S.
industry and drive parity in bilateral trade relations.
Establish content requirements of at least 75% for
renewable projects, both at home and abroad, as a
requirement for receiving federal financial support,
guarantees, or contracts.

Establish deadlines for the approval or rejection of
authorizations by relevant departments and
agencies required for the transfer of low-risk
nuclear technology. Doing so would promote the
comparative advantage of America’s civil nuclear
industry and reverse the trend of ceding market

share to America’s adversaries and competitors.
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