Pillar VIII

MAKE IT EASY TO VOTE AND HARD TO CHEAT

BAN THE PRACTICE OF BILLIONAIRES GIVING MONEY TO ELECTION
OFFICIALS TO INFLUENCE AN ELECTION

A new practice of private sector businesses
partnering with state government election officials to
influence elections has created major implications for
election integrity. In the most recent presidential
election, Facebook Founder and CEO Mark
Zuckerberg used his foundation to funnel hundreds of
millions of dollars through nonprofits directly to local
government entities that run elections. These
government entities then used that money, which has
become known as “Zuckerbucks,” in politically targeted
areas of a state to drive up the turnout of certain target
groups.

Under the guise of wanting to assist with COVID-
19 relief efforts, the Zuckerberg Foundation sent half a
billion dollars to local government election entities in
2020. States and local governments promised to use
this money for personal protective equipment (PPE)
and overall voter turnout efforts.

However, Freedom of Information Act requests
showed that the money was largely not used for PPE,
nor was it used to help facilitate voter turnout overall
throughout the entire state. Instead, this private money
was used by election officials to target certain areas and
certain voter groups, according to the grant application
submitted by the City of Philadelphia. This type of
pollution of America’s election system erodes people’s
confidence in free and fair elections.

States must outlaw private entities from using grant
money to usurp governmental authority and illegally
alter our election procedures. This is a high priority for
ensuring election integrity and is essential for providing

states with proper control over their elections.

THE FACTS

* $10 million in private money was given to the City
of Philadelphia to be used to purchase PPE, but
only $225,000, or approximately 2%, was spent on
PPE.

* Election officials in Philadelphia spent almost all of
the $10 million on the targeted turnout of target
voters.

* In Pennsylvania, 92% of Zuckerbucks money was

directed to counties that went for Joe Biden.

THE AMERICA FIRST AGENDA
At the state level, support policies that:

* Prohibit local governments from accepting private
money from private individuals and third parties to
conduct elections.

* Create civil causes of action for election fraud. This
involves establishing substantive claims forming a
case so that local officials are held accountable for

improper and illegal actions.
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